
BY HAND

51hNovember 2003

Mr. Karu Jayasuriya, M.P.
Deputy Leader of the. United National Party
2, Amarasekera Mawatha
Colombo 5.

Dear Karu,

Pursuant to the telephone conversation had this morning, I set out the following for your kind attention:

I refer to the Code of Conduct for the UNP Members of Parliament, a copy of which you kindly
forwarded to me by Letter of 9.9.2003. I am constrained to draw your attention to the following:

"I. 3 You should at all times abide by the Rule of Law and act in accordance
with the letter and intent of the Law."

- .- _-'_H

"2.4 You should at all timesres.pect, the Rule of Law and refrain from making
: ..0.false accusations or holding out threats to anyone."

(
"3.11 You should not interfere with the working of the Courts, Police or any

government department or corporation or agency. You should refrain from
visitingpolicestations." .--

Given the foregoing, it is beyond comprehension, as to how you (if you did) and those others conspired
and plotted over the last weekend to move an impeachment Motion against the Chief Justice, which
matter was prominently carried, both in the electronic .and print media, even before such Motion was
handed over to the Speaker, reportedly yesterday. You would admit that such conduct and actions cannot
form a part of the legislative process in Parliament, in so far as, such conduct and actions having been
elsewhere, and are therefore not privileged.

The aforesaid conduct and actions have been in the very teeth of the hearing before a S-Member Bench of
the Supreme Court held on Friday, 31.10.2003, in relation to ii matter referred by the Executive President,
as she constitutionally might, exercising the right vested in her under Article 129 (I) of the Constitution,
and whilst the decision making process on the said matter by the Supreme Court was pending, and the
Report thereon yet to be forwarded to the Executive President. The said conduct and actions would not
only be an act of intimidation of the Chief Justice, but also of the other 4 Supreme Court Judges, who
comprised the Bench, even extending a sense of apprehension amongst the judiciary as a whole, in
violation of the Constitution in this democracy..

The above conduct and actions, I am advised, would not only tantamount to the contempt of the Supreme
Court, which could be dealt with under Article 10S (3) of the Constitution, but also constitute an
interference with the judiciary in violation of Article 116of the Constitution, and on conviction attracting,
in~er-alia.civic disability for a period of7-years. The unprecedented action today by the Members of the
judiciary from the High Court downwards, constituting judicial officers exercising original jurisdiction,
puts this matter of interference with the judiciary, beyond any doubt, whatsoever.
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As intimated to you on the phone, recently a 5-Member Bench of the Supreme Court presided by the
Chief Justice, made 2 Determinations in which, the Supreme Court, inter-alia. unanimously determined
that tbe enactment of unconscionable the law will be struck down and that the law certainly cannot
strengthen the strong and weaken, the weak. I enclose copies of the 2 Supreme Court Determinati9ns.

I also enclose a copy of the Writ Application pertaining to the purported "Income Tax Amnesty Law"
filed i~ the Court of Appeal, on which Notice was issued recently, the contents .of which are self-
explanatory. You would, no doubt, agree that the above dicta of the Supreme Court would be most
relevant and pertinent and ought be taken cognisance of.

I eamestly implore you, to put the interests of the nation above any other considerations, whatsoever, and
courageously defend it, and act according to your conscience and principles espoused, leading by example
at this critical juncture of our country. . .

As requested, shall telephone you tonight with a view to meeting tQmorrow.

Best regards,
-. -

~ ,
Nihal

cf: Her Excellency the President .~.
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