
Abduction	and	(killing	?)	of	Tamil	Businessman,	an	Australian	National	
Was	Defense	Secretary,	Gotabaya	Rajapaksa	aware	?	–	Inspector	General	of	Police	

Chandra	Fernando	–	‘My	lips	are	sealed’	!	–	Intriguing	coincidence	connected	with	alleged	
Organ	/	Kidney	transplants	?	

 
 
In the Book ‘Politics, Justice & the ‘Rule of Law’ authored by Nihal Sri Ameresekere he had dealt with 
the above subject very lucidly and fearlessly.  
 
Nadarajah Sriskandarajah, Managing Director, Kala Traders (Pvt) Ltd., a very large commodity trader 
in Sri Lanka, particularly  importing Sugar had consulted Nihal Sri Ameresekere regarding a Customs 
Investigation and connected Court Cases.  
 
In  a  culminating  Supreme Court Case,  the  consignment of  Sugar  confiscated was Ordered by  the 
Supreme Court to be sold at the highest tender price, and not by private treaty, with the option for 
the Petitioner, Kala Traders (Pvt) Ltd., also to purchase the same.  
 
At  the  connected Customs  Inquiry,  shockingly  it had  transpired,  that blatantly  false evidence had 
been  led,  on  purported  fabricated  documents  adduced  by  the  Customs  Officers,  in  a  futile 
endeavour to prove the allegation of erroneous description of the consignment of Sugar  imported 
from  Papua Nuw Guinea,  between  ‘plantation white  Sugar’  and  ‘white  crystal  Sugar’, which  had 
been the issue raised by the Customs to confiscate this Shipment of Sugar.  
 
Upon legal advice, Nadarajah Sriskandarajah, Managing Director, Kala Traders (Pvt) Ltd., had made a 
Complaint  to  the  Criminal  Investigation  Department  by  his  Affidavit  dated  13.7.2006  setting  out 
clearly the facts in regard to the above fraudulent attempt by the Customs Officers. Consequent to 
such  Complaint,  Nadarajah  Sriskandarajah, Managing  Director,  Kala  Traders  (Pvt)  Ltd.,  had  been 
called to the Criminal Investigation Department to have his statement recorded as a Complainant.    
 
What had transpired thereafter even before he could go to the Criminal  Investigation Department, 
was  indeed  most  shocking,  and  have  been  lucidly  set  out  in  the  pages  given  below  from  the 
aforesaid Book authored by Nihal Sri Ameresekere. 
 
In addition to being kidnapped, ransom monies demanded and paid, and question, as to whether ‘he 
is dead or alive’, and with a prominent politician  from  the North even  visiting,  consequent  to an 
‘exposure’  in The Sunday Leader of 26.8.2007 under the headline  ‘Government hand  in abductions 
racket  bared’,  several  Accused  had  been  identified  and  Cases  instituted,  but  outcome  of which 
remained unknown. It is understood that even the Australian High Commission had intervened with 
the Criminal  Investigation Department,  since Nadarajah  Sriskandarajah had become  an Australian 
National.  
 
Nihal Sri Ameresekere had pursued to ascertain facts from the Inspector General of Police, Chandra 
Fernando, who had in the first instance of abduction had requested that a Complaint be made to the 
Cinnamon Garden Police Station of the abduction, but thereafter when probed, Inspector General of 
Police, Chandra Fernando, whilst admitting  that some para Military Forces were carrying out such 
abductions very significantly repeatedly had stated –  ‘Nihal, my  lips are sealed’. This  indeed spoke 
volumes ! 
 
In  addition,  Nihal  Sri  Ameresekere  had  got  Vasudeva  Nanayakkara,  then  Advisor  to  President 
Mahinda  Rajapakse,  to  come  to  his  Office  to meet  the wife  of  Nadarajah  Sriskandarajah,  since 
Vasudeva Nanayakkara was pursuing the issue of many abductions of persons revealed at that time.  
 
 
 



Vasudeva Nanayakkara on his own volition had telephoned Secretary, Ministry of Defence, 
Gotabhaya Rajapakse, and from the conversation Nihal Sri Ameresekere has surmised that the 
Secretary Ministry of Defence, Gotabhaya Rajapakse, like Inspector General of Police Chandra 
Fernando, apparently had been aware of such incident, which Vasudeva Nanayakkara, himself, had 
admitted, and sent Secretary Ministry of Defence, Gotabhaya Rajapakse a hand-written Note dated 
29.9.2006.  
 
Very strangely whilst the above transpired in July 2006, 4 years thereafter an anonymous Letter 
received by Nihal Sri Ameresekere had given information allegedly regarding human body parts 
smuggling, and particularly in relation to Kidney Transplants, with a pointed coincidence of the same 
Room No.  at Ramada Hotel, with the same Occupant, as had been disclosed in the aforesaid The 
Sunday Leader ‘exposure’ of 26.8.2007.  
 
Nihal Sri Ameresekere’s investigations, including  in foreign countries in this regard, are indeed 
revealing, and today in June 2016 such racket of Kidney Transplants have been openly discovered 
and are being dealt with by the law enforcement authorities !   
 
This Chapter of the Book also deals with the absence from Sri Lanka from 1991 to 2005 by 
Gotabhaya Rajapakse, and the circumstance in which he had retired from the Army Forces.  
 
 
 
Amazon Books – ‘Politics, Justice & the ‘Rule of Law’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/POLITICS-JUSTICE-RULE-LAW-Presidential-ebook/dp/B00CY4X76O#nav-subnav


‘Abduction’ of N. Sriskandarajah, Managing Director, Kala Traders (Pvt) Ltd.  

 

Consequent to the foregoing Affidavit of Complaint dated 13th July 2006 being forwarded to the 

Criminal Investigation Department of the Sri Lanka Police, the Managing Director of Kala Traders 

(Pvt) Ltd., N. Sriskandarajah was requested to call over at the Criminal Investigations Department on 

20th July 2006 at 11.00 a.m., to have his Statement of Complaint recorded.  
  

In the foregoing circumstances, the Managing Director of Kala Traders (Pvt) Ltd., N. Sriskandarajah, 

being more familiar only with the Tamil language, called over by prior appointment at the Office of 

Consultants 21 Ltd., together with one of his close friends, M. Thavayogarajah, who was more 

conversant with the English language, and had discussions with me for nearly 2 hours, to have the 

facts set out in the aforesaid Affidavit, duly explained to him, to enable him to have his Statement of 

Complaint correctly recorded by the Criminal Investigation Department, the next day, 20th July 2006.  

 

Early next morning, on 20th July 2006, he telephoned me to thank me for making him fully conversant 

with the explanations afforded by me on the previous night, and intimated that he was now 

knowledgeable of the facts of what had transpired at the Customs Inquiry, and that he was confident 

of making a correct statement later that morning to the Criminal Investigations Department. This was 

the last time Managing Director of Kala Traders (Pvt) Ltd., N. Sriskandarajah spoke with me.  

 

His Office phoned me later in the evening on 20th July 2006, which was followed-up by a call from 

his wife, intimating that he had not contacted them, since leaving home that morning, and that they 

believed  that he was still at the Criminal Investigation Department, having his Statement recorded.  

 

Since the wife of N. Sriskandarajah telephoned me again to check with the Criminal Investigation 

Department, I telephoned the Inspector General of Police, Chandra Fernando, whom I knew quite 

well. Chandra Fernando was most casual and said that the recording of statements take a very long 

time, and that N. Sriskandarajah was not an Accused, but a Complainant, and to request his wife not to 

be worried, since the recording of a statement was a time consuming process. 

 

Later it transpired that N. Sriskandarajah, Managing Director of Kala Traders (Pvt) Ltd.,  had not 

gone to his Office that morning, after leaving his residence, and that the recording of his statement by 

the Criminal Investigation Department was only to be around 11.00 a.m. that morning. I telephoned 

Inspector General of Police, Chandra Fernando once again towards late evening, and he gave me the 

name of the Director, Criminal Investigation Department, who was in another building from that of 

his Office, and requested me to contact him, and that he too will speak to him in the meantime.  

 

Accordingly, I spoke to the Director, Criminal Investigation Department, whose name I cannot 

recollect. He was most polite and wanted me to contact another Officer in the Criminal Investigation 

Department, who had been assigned to record the statement of N. Sriskandarajah, Managing Director, 

Kala Traders (Pvt) Ltd., intimating that he will also speak to the said Officer, so that I could 

personally speak to N. Sriskandarajah, himself. 

 

When I phoned the Officer concerned of the Criminal Investigation Department, I was completely 

shocked to be told, that N. Sriskandarajah, Managing Director, Kala Traders (Pvt) Ltd., had not come 

to the Criminal Investigation Department, as scheduled at 11.00 a.m., to have his statement recorded, 

though the said Officer assigned to record his statement had been waiting !  

 

I promptly contacted Inspector General of Police, Chandra Fernando, and apprised him of such fact. 

He advised me to request the wife of N. Sriskandarajah, to immediately make a Complaint to the 

Police Station in the area of his residence. I telephoned the wife and informed her of the correct 

position, and advised her, to go with some relation, and make a Complaint at the Cinnamon Gardens 

Police Station, which was the Police Station relevant to their residence. She confirmed that she will do 

so, and later I came to know that she in fact had made such a Complaint. 

 

 

 



Subsequently reality dawned on all concerned, that N. Sriskandarajah, Managing Director, Kala 

Traders (Pvt) Ltd., had been abducted, upon learning from his Office that night that the mobile 

telephones of N. Sriskandarajah and his driver, which had been repeatedly tried, but had not been 

answered, had suddenly been answered in the night, but had been immediately cut off, which calls had 

been later traced to Minneriya and Medirigiriya areas.  

 

Though N. Sriskandarajah, Managing Director, Kala Traders (Pvt) Ltd., had been known to me, as a 

Client of Consultants 21 Ltd., only for about 6 months, I was quite disturbed, that a person who was 

with me the previous night for quite a long time, and had telephoned me in the morning the very next 

day, had been abducted. There was a spate of abductions in the country at that time. 

 

Endeavours made to trace abducted N. Sriskandarajah 

 

I had known Inspector General of Police, Chandra Fernando quite well, since I had been instrumental 

to some extent, in his appointment, as the Inspector General of Police. I was advising the Presidential 

Investigation Unit of President Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga, when in 2004 a new Inspector 

General of Police was to be appointed. There were various allegations made against Chandra 

Fernando and most of those advising President Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga were against 

the appointment of Chandra Fernando, as the Inspector General of Police. 

 

Chandra Fernando met me on about four occasions, introduced by another Client of Consultants 21 

Ltd., and pleaded with me to intercede on his behalf to have him appointed, as the Inspector General 

of Police. He was indeed very anxious to retire, as the Inspector General of Police. I interceded on his 

behalf with  President Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga, and he was appointed, as the Inspector 

General of Police, and he attended the regular Meetings of the Presidential Investigation Unit, where I 

developed a good relationship with him. 

 

Hence, when the Managing Director of Kala Traders (Pvt) Ltd., N. Sriskandarajah quite clearly had 

been abducted, I confronted Inspector General of Police, Chandra Fernando on the matter. To my 

utter shock he confided in me, that according to his information, that the Managing Director of Kala 

Traders (Pvt) Ltd., N. Sriskandarajah had been abducted, and that he was held in some place in the 

East of the country ! 

 

He said that there were reports of serious allegations against N. Sriskandarajah, Managing Director, 

Kala Traders (Pvt) Ltd., of having financed the Tamil terrorists. He disclosed that the Army was in  no 

way  involved in such abduction, but some para-military forces working outside the Army, had 

apparently carried out such abduction. When I pressed Inspector General of Police, Chandra 

Fernando for more information he repeatedly said – “Nihal, my lips are sealed” ! This to me spoke 

volumes ! 

 

In the meanwhile, Boniface Silva P.C., who was the Counsel for Kala Traders (Pvt) Ltd., and its 

Managing Director, N. Sriskandarajah, had addressed the following Letter dated 17th August 2006 to 

the Deputy Inspector General of Police, Criminal Investigation Department, setting out the facts, 

which were known to him. 

 
“              17th  August 2006 
 
The Deputy Inspector General, 
Criminal Investigation Department, 
Sri Lanka Police, 
Colombo 1. 
 
Dear Sir, 

Request for Reference / Entry Number or 
an acknowledgement of the Complaint by N. Sriskandarajah 

 
I write on the instructions of Mr. Amal Randeniya, Attorney-at-Law on behalf of M/s Kala 
Traders (Pvt.) Ltd., 151, Dam Street, Colombo 12. 



I annex herewith a copy of my letter of 12.7.2006 to the Director, Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID) along with a copy of the Affidavit dated 11.7.2006 of Mr. N. 
Sriskandarajah, Managing Director, M/s Kala Traders (Pvt) Ltd. which was annexed to my  
aforesaid letter and forwarded to the Director-CID pertaining to the Complaint by the said 
Mr. N. Sriskandarajah against the Customs Officers, who participated at the Customs Inquiry 
bearing No. PCAB/1A/2004/195/CIB/3124 for having forwarded forged documents and acted 
fraudulently at the said Inquiry. 
 

Prior to forwarding the said letter dated 12.7.2006 along with the Affidavit of N. 
Sriskandarajah, I along with Mr. N. Sriskandarajah met the Director-CID at his Office on 
11.7.2006 in respect of the Complaint of Mr. N. Sriskandarajah. Since the said Affidavit 
submitted to the CID had not been stamped, on my advice Mr. N. Sriskandarajah on 
13.7.2006 forwarded to the Director-CID another Affidavit dated 13.7.2006 duly  stamped 
embodying the contents of his Affidavit dated 11.7.2006 which was submitted to the CID on 
12.7.2006. 
 

Subsequently, Mr. Sriskandarajah was requested by the CID to call over at the CID on 
20.7.2006 at 11.00 a.m. to record his statement. According to his wife Ms. Y. Sriskandarajah, 
although he left his residence in the morning of 20.7.2006 informing her that he is going to 
his Office and thereafter reporting to the CID as requested, he has neither gone to his Office 
nor to the CID. As he was missing Ms. Sriskandarajah lodged a Complaint to the Cinnamon 
Gardens Police on the night of 20.7.2006. The entry number of the Complaint is 02221 MOIB. 
He is still missing.  
 

As it is now necessary to inform the Sri Lanka Customs about the said Complaint  of Mr. 
Sriskandarajah to the CID against the Customs Officers by his Affidavit, I shall be thankful to 
you if you could inform me the reference / entry number of the Complaint of Mr. N. 
Sriskandarajah to the CID by his Affidavit. 
 

Alternatively please issue an acknowledgment for my said letter dated 12.7.2006 to which 
was annexed the Affidavit of Mr. Sriskandarajah. 
 

Thanking you. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Sgd. 
F.H. Boniface Silva  
President Counsel” 

 

Subsequently, I contacted my good friend Vasudeva Nanayakkara, then Advisor to President Mahinda 

Rajapaksa, and who was pursuing the issue of human abductions prevalent at that time. I got 

Vasudeva Nanayakkara to meet the wife of N. Sriskandarajah, Managing Director, Kala Traders (Pvt) 

Ltd., at my Office. Vasudeva Nanayakkara, on his own volition, telephoned the Secretary, Ministry of 

Defence, Gotabhaya Rajapaksa, a brother of President Mahinda Rajapaksa, from my Office. From the 

telephone conversation of Vasudeva Nanayakkara, I surmised that the Secretary, Ministry of Defence, 

Gotaphaya Rajapaksa, like the Inspector General of Police, Chandra Fernando, had apparently 

intimated of being aware of such incident, which Vasudeva Nanayakkara, himself, admitted. 

Vasudeva Nanayakkara followed-up with his hand-written note dated 29th September 2006 – viz:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Consequently on 3rd October 2006, the wife of N. Sriskandarajah, Managing Director, Kala Traders 

(Pvt) Ltd., had addressed the following Letter to President Mahinda Rajapaksa, with copy thereof to 

the Inspector General of Police: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abduction N. Sriskandarajah, Managing Director, Kala Traders (Pvt) Ltd., ‘disclosed’ ! 

 

One year later on 26th August 2007, The Sunday Leader published a two page exposé under the title – 

‘Government hand in abductions racket bared’ ! I was shocked to read the detail contents therein 

pertaining to the admitted abduction of N. Sriskandarajah, Managing Director, Kala Traders (Pvt) Ltd. 

– viz ‘extracts’ from The Sunday Leader exposé – vide - 
http://www.thesundayleader.lk/archive/20070826/spotlight.htm  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Sugar business turns bitter 
 

http://www.thesundayleader.lk/archive/20070826/spotlight.htm


Deshapriya also reveals details of a LTTE intelligence agent Ramesh whom he says was an 
informant who would help the forces time and again with intelligence on the promise that he 
and his wife would be sent abroad.  
 
It was this Ramesh who had given information to Deshapriya that the head of the LTTE 
Eastern Intelligence Wing in Batticaloa - Keerthi, had sent a suicide kit through one CI Doole 
to be used in the assassination of the air force commander.  
 
Ramesh had also said that this suicide kit was to be delivered to a businessman who 
imported sugar in to the country and that his driver would be used to transport the suicide 
kit.   
 
Deshapriya had of course given this information to Gajanayake who had instructed him to 
investigate the matter. He had therefore obtained the address of this businessman from 
Ramesh and had gone there on Gajanayake's orders.    
 
Deshapriya alleges that the DIG Colombo was also told about his visit to the businessman's 
house about two days after. Later, Gajanayake was to tell Deshapriya that he would have to 
meet two persons at the Wellawatte Police Mess. At about 7 p.m. Deshapriya alleges that 
Gajanayake arrived at his Borella residence, picked him up and proceeded to the Wellawatte 
Police Mess. 
 
Beer and women  
 
When they arrived at the Mess SI Indika Daladawatte and PC Mannamperi of the STF had 
also arrived on a motorcycle. Over mugs of cool beer Deshapriya and Gajanayake gave all the 
necessary details about Seeni Mudalali on Gregory's Road to Indika and Mannamperi.  
 
At around 10.30 p.m. having paid a bill of about Rs. 3500, the foursome had visited a night 
club where there were girls dancing. They had drunk again at this joint and left at about 2 
a.m. according to Deshapriya.   
 
About two days later Gajanayake had called Deshapriya early morning and told him it was 
imperative the sugar mudalali be dealt with immediately. Gajanayake had also informed 
Deshapriya that a member of the STF would come at about 7 a.m. to pick him up and 
proceed to Gregory's Road, Colombo 7.  
 
Operation lift off   
 
True to his word a STF officer arrived at 7a.m. on a motorcycle and Deshapriya went with 
him. Both Mannamperi and SI Indika had already arrived at Gregory's Road when Deshapriya 
and the other STF officer reached the spot.  
 
The STF officer who had accompanied Deshapriya had then told him 'his (the businessman's) 
car will now come from a side road. You look out for it and signal us by raising your finger.'   
 
A new Mr. 10 percent emerges  
 
Deshapriya had accordingly given the signal. Then the STF officer had run across to where SI 
Indika was standing and had blocked the progress of this vehicle. The STF officer had taken 
out the suicide kit from the vehicle and both he and Deshapriya had hurriedly gone back 
home. About half an hour later, afraid to keep the kit in his house, Deshapriya had sent the 
parcel to Vinodh's house. Later Vinodh, a Karuna man, had handed over the  parcel to 
Seenjujan, another Karuna member. The kit had been then taken to a LTTE road block in the 
north where a suicide bomber had exploded the bomb.  
 
Deshapriya had got to know from Tsunami Malli - his secret informant, that the two 
individuals had been taken to Welikanda, and a sum of Rs. 60 lakhs had been obtained and 
that Gajanayake had been given his 10%.  
 



Maalu market  
 
Deshapriya had also been told by Kuberan that there was a LTTEer in the fish market. When 
Gajanayake was informed he instructed one Captain Dissanayake to take him. He has also 
been questioned and Deshapriya was told to go and hand over this LTTE suspect to a 
residence at Koswatte. Therefore he had gone to Koswatte in a three wheeler.   
 
There is no more information that The Sunday Leader could unearth regarding this case. “    

 

Criminal prosecution abandoned ?  

 

Almost at the same time, a ‘B’ Report No. 5617/01/2006 had been filed on 31st August 2006 by the 

Criminal Investigation Department of the Sri Lanka Police in the Colombo Magistrate’s Court, Sri 

Lanka, on investigations carried out on the Complaint made on 20th July 2006 to the Cinnamon 

Gardens Police Station by Yogarani Sriskandarajah, wife of Nadarajah Sriskandarajah, Managing 

Director, Kala Traders (Pvt) Ltd., on the matter of her husband, with his driver Jeyeraj, of having 

gone missing on 20th July 2006 in Motor Vehicle No. 251-7242.  

 

The facts reported to the Colombo Magistrate’s Court as per the Case Record of the Statements, 

which had been made by Yogarani Sriskandarajah, inter-alia, had been as follows: (Translated to 

English from Sinhala language) 
 

 On 23rd July 2006, a person had telephoned her and demanded a sum of SL Rs. 6 Mn. 

for the release of her husband. 

 

 Following telephone instructions given to her on her mobile phone, she had 

somewhere near the petrol filling station close to Apollo Hospital, Narahenpita, 

Colombo 5, met a person clad in a black pair of trousers and a yellow T-shirt, and had 

handed over SL Rs. 6 Mn. (SL Rs. 60 lakhs) to him, whom she had said could be 

identified, if seen again. 

 

 However, her husband Nadarajah Sriskandarajah had not been released as had been 

promised. 

 

 She had also received information that the aforesaid Motor Vehicle No. 251-7242 had  

been seen at an Army camp at Welikanda in the Eastern Province.     
 

As per the the Case Record, several further ‘B’ Reports had been subsequently filed in the said 

Colombo Magistrate’s Court Case No. 5617/01/2006, by the Criminal Investigation Department of the 

Sri Lanka Police, on the progress of investigations, producing 5 Suspects, namely : 

 

Prabahpillai Nadarasa 

Kanamalage Don Nishantha Gajanayake 

Saman Hemantha Deshapriya  

Chamira Indika Daladawatte  

Wijewickrama Manamperige Sampath Prithiviraj 

 

The aforesaid Suspects had been enlarged on bail and the matter having been called on several dates, 

on 30th April 2008, the 3rd Suspect had been discharged on instructions received from the Hon. 

Attorney General. 

 
Subsequently on 29th April 2008, the Hon. Attorney General had filed Indictments in the High Court of the 

Judicial Zone of Colombo, in Case No. HC Colombo 4302/2008. In addition to the un-discharged four Suspects 

in the aforesaid Magistrate’s Court Case, an additional Accused, as the 4th Accused, had been indicted, as per 

the certified copies of the Case Record. The following were the 5 Accused.  

 

Kanamalage Don Nishantha Gajanayake 

Chamira Indika Daladawatte  



Wijewickrama Manamperige Sampath Prithiviraj 

Kodithuwakku Arachchige Jayasiri Kodithuwakku 

Prabahpillai Nadarasa 

 

Scanned below are the first page and the second page of the certified copy of the Indictment, in the 

Sinhala language.   

 

 

 

The Charges contained in the aforesaid Indictments had been briefly as follows: (Translated to 

English from Sinhala language) 

 
1. That the Accused had, between 18th July 2006 and 20th July 2006 at Wellawatte and Cinnamon 

Gardens, within the jurisdiction of the said Court, abducted Nadarajah Sriskandarajah alias 
‘Seeni Mudalali’ (Sugar Trader), with intent to secretly and unjustly hold him captive or had 
agreed to act in concert and collusion with the common object of aiding and abetting or for 
aiding and abetting in such offence, and had conspired to aid and abet to commit the said 
offence or to aid and abet for the commission of the said offence and as a result of which the 
said offence had been committed and that the Accused had thereby, with others unknown to 
the prosecution, committed an offence punishable under Section 356, read with Sections 113 
(b) and 102, of the Penal Code.  

 
2. That the Accused had, in the course of the same transaction on or about 20th July 2006 at 

Cinnamon Gardens area, abducted Nadarajah Sriskandarajah alias ‘Seeni Mudalali’ (Sugar 
Trader) with intent to secretly and unjustly hold him captive and thereby had committed an 
offence punishable under Section 356, read with Section 32, of the Penal Code.  

 
3. That the Accused had, at the same place and at the same time and in the course of the same 

transaction referred to in Charge No. 2 above, abducted Ramiah Jeyaraj with intent to secretly 
and unjustly hold him captive and had thereby committed an offence punishable under 
Section 356, read with Section 32, of the Penal Code. 

 
4. That the Accused had, between 18th July 2006 and 23rd July 2006 at Wellawatte, Cinnamon 

Gardens, Pollonnaruwa and Narahenpita, instilled fear in Yogarani Sriskandarajah, stating that 
harm and injury would be caused to Nadarajah Sriskandarajah, if a sum of SL Rs. 60 Lakhs is 
not given to them, and thereby induced the said Yogarani Sriskandarajah to give them the said 
sum of money or had agreed to act in concert and collusion with the common object of aiding 
and abetting such instilling of fear or the commission of such offence and had conspired to 
commit such offence or to aid and abet the forcible obtaining of such money, and as a result 
of which the said offence had been committed and that the Accused had thereby, with others 



unknown to the prosecution, committed an offence punishable under Section 373, read with 
Sections 113 (b) and 102, of the Penal Code.  

 
5. That the Accused in the course of the same transaction had on 23rd July 2006 at Narahenpita 

obtained a sum of SL Rs. 60 Lakhs having instilled fear in Yogarani Sriskandarajah that harm 
and injury would be caused to Nadarajah Sriskandarajah, if a such money had not been given. 
…….. (undecipherable)    

 

Though the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 5th Accused had appeared in the High Court of the Judicial Zone of 

Colombo, represented by Counsel and had been enlarged on bail, the 4th Accused had been and is 

absconding, and hence Indictments had not been served. Evidence under Section 241 of the Criminal 

Procedure Code in relation to the 4th Accused having been recorded, and it having become evident 

that the 4th Accused had gone abroad and is serving in the United Nations Peace Corps, the 

Prosecution had moved to proceed with the case against the other Accused. 

 

Accordingly, on 29th September 2011, the Learned High Court Judge, Bandula K. Attapattu, having 

allowed such Application, had made Order to issue Open Warrant against the 4th Accused, and 

observing that he is a Police Officer, had made further Order that the Warrant be issued to be executed 

by the Presidential Personnel Unit, Police Headquarters. 

 

The Learned High Court Judge had also ordered the Controller of Immigration & Emigration 

International Intelligence Unit at the Katunayake International Airport, to take into custody the 4th 

Accused instantly on his arrival in the country, to be produced in the High Court. This High Court 

Case is pending to be proceeded with. 

 

Intriguing ‘coincidence’ ! 
 

The same The Sunday Leader exposé of 26th August 2007 - vide - 

http://www.thesundayleader.lk/archive/20070826/spotlight.htm, which disclosed details of the abduction of 

Nadarajah Sriskandarajah, Managing Director, Kala Traders (Pvt) Ltd., and a ransom collection 

thereon,   referred to hereinbefore, commenced with the following paragraphs, which stood and stand 

un-contradicted:  

 
“CID investigations into the diabolical abduction racket that has gripped the capital city and its 
suburbs since early last year, have revealed details which allegedly link the hawkish Rajapakse 
government to the dreaded 'white van snatch.'  
 

The CID on June 21, took into custody former Sri Lanka Air Force Squadron Leader, Nishantha 
Gajanayake in connection with the multi-million rupee abduction for extortion scam, a man 
closely connected with Karuna Amman and his band of men.  
 

It was in fact senior UNP MP Lakshman Seneviratne, who first revealed details of Gajanayake's 
connection with the abduction-extortion racket, when he raised the matter in Parliament on 
June 6.  

Gajanayake revealed 
 

He told the House that Gajanayake operated with the blessings of the defence establishment 
and was occupying Room No. 706 at the Holiday Inn and 'conducting his business' unknown to 
the management of Holiday Inn.  
 
Ironically, even though the government was denying the abductions and berating Seneviratne 
for misleading Parliament on the one hand, given the international backlash it would trigger, the 
government could not turn a blind eye to the abject fear that gripped Colombo on the other.  
 

The country, mind you, was gruesomely recording up to six abductions and killings per day.  
 

Gajanayake arrested 
 

Meanwhile, three days after Seneviratne's statement in Parliament and even as a defensive No 
Confidence Motion against Seneviratne had been lodged by a government shaken at its core, 

http://www.thesundayleader.lk/archive/20070826/spotlight.htm


Gajanayake was taken into custody. It is then that the whole plot involving the forces personnel 
and the Karuna Group began to unravel.  
 

Certainly, that unlawfully armed Karuna cadres and government security forces personnel, walk 
hand in hand in the east, liberated or otherwise, is a well established fact.  
 

Evidence that has now surfaced brings to light an alleged close and malfeasant connection 
between security forces personnel and the Karuna Group in the ransom and murder racket in 
Colombo as well. 
 

But for a government under siege over gross human rights violations, economic disaster and 
political upheaval, desperate and underhand measures are now afoot to stem the 
embarrassment in the face of such details coming to light.” 
 

As a public interest activist, for well over two decades in Sri Lanka, I regularly receive informations, 

anonymously or otherwise, by mail or via the telephone, pertaining to mal-practices, wrongful, 

unlawful and illegal activities,  frauds and corruption, et al.  

 

In or about May 2010, I received an anonymous Letter bearing a date of November 2009, stamped as 

received by some other recipient in December 2009. I was not only startlingly shocked to read the 

contents thereof, but was also indeed deeply distressed.    

 

Since it was an anonymous Letter, containing scandalous allegations, I am not including a scanned 

copy of the said anonymous Letter, but deal with only the crux of the alleged offences, which a person 

claiming to have been working for one Moshe Peleg, described as an Israeli national, had disclosed in 

such anonymous Letter. Moshe Peleg allegedly had been engaged in various businesses in Sri Lanka; 

and that he also had business connections in Singapore.  
 

On a search at the Office of the Registrar of Companies, it was revealed that Moshe Peleg had been a 

Director of a Tele-medical Service company in Sri Lanka, incorporated in October 2005, giving his 

residential address to be at Janatha Courts, Alfred Place, Colombo 3. This gave credence to the 

allegation of the presence of a person by the name of Moshe Peleg in Sri Lanka. The said anonymous 

Letter disclosed that Moshe Peleg had an Office at Baurs Building, Upper Chatham Street, Colombo 

1, in the heart of the Colombo City.  
 

It was alleged that Moshe Peleg had been discussing on the telephone, with allegedly a partner of his 

in the USA, by the name of Eli Sandberg, also allegedly to be an Israeli national. The telephone 

conversations and communications had revealed, that they were engaged in an inhuman, but a really 

prevalent sordid business in the contemporary world, i.e. that of marketing human body parts for 

transplanting. The telephone conversations had disclosed supplies to markets in the USA, Israel and 

India, where apparently there is a demand for human body parts at lucrative prices, to be used for 

medical transplanting.  

 

According to the anonymous information, Moshe Peleg and Eli Sandberg had been discussing in 

Israeli language, but sometimes in English, and as per an e-mail, allegedly seen by the anonymous 

informant from Eli Sandberg to Moshe Peleg, in Israeli language, with handwritten notes made 

thereon in English by Moshe Peleg, it had revealed a listing of human body parts, such as kidneys, 

heart valves, eyes, etc !   

 

On a search on the internet at that time, it was revealed that one Moshe Peleg, also had an address in 

Singapore, and had been involved in a Tele-medical business in India, in which Moshe Peleg had 

been Chairman and Eliezer Sandberg of Los Angeles, USA had been a Director, with one Dr. 

Chitrakala Rajkumar, as its Managing Director.                                                                                                                                                            

 

The anonymous informant had alleged that Moshe Peleg had been associating with high profile public 

officers, both elected and selected and with some Tamil terrorist factions. What was most astonishing 

was a reference to one ‘Nisha’, described as an Army Officer, who allegedly was staying at the 

Holiday Inn Hotel in the Colombo City, a short distance across from the Taj Hotel. According to the 



anonymous informant, Moshe Peleg used to have his car parked at the Taj Hotel car park, and walk 

across to the Holiday Inn Hotel, intriguingly without directly going to the Holiday Inn Hotel.   

 

The anonymous informant reveals of having been privy to observing Meetings had by Moshe Peleg 

and overhearing conversations, both on telephone or otherwise, with local persons, vis-à-vis, such 

despicable and depraved trafficking in human body parts, and making lucrative payments therefor, 

alleging that such did take place during a phase of the terrorist war in Sri Lanka, which concluded in 

May 2009. Significantly, The Nation Sunday newspaper of 6th January 2013 reported on human body 

parts removal of Sri Lankan immigrant workers in the Middle East.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst I was making searches on the internet, I was indeed appalled to learn of the socio-political 

reality in war zones in different parts of the world, where trafficking of human body parts, allegedly 

takes place, often on the pretext of obtaining the same to carry out ‘DNA’ tests. Once I witnessed a 

case in Russia, where a mother, acting against the direction of the authorities not to do so, opened a 

‘sealed coffin’ of her son, who had allegedly died in a war front. She had opened the ‘sealed coffin’ to 

see that the body of her son, had been ‘slit open’ right in the middle, and sewn together again, like 

shoe laces being tied.  

 

The aforesaid anonymous Letter apparently written in November 2009, and received by my Office in 

May 2010 had referred to one ‘Nisha’, described, as an Army Officer, staying at the Holiday Inn 

Hotel in the Colombo City, whilst the aforesaid The Sunday Leader exposé published two years 

previously in August 2007, had referred to Nishantha Gajanayake, a Sri Lanka Air Force Squadron 

Leader, as allegedly operating from a Room at the said Holiday in Hotel, as has been referred to 

hereinbefore. This appears to give some credence to the anonymous Letter, warranting investigations 

into the allegations !  

 

In that, Nishantha Gajanayake was the 1st Accused in the aforesaid High Court Case No. 4302/2008, 

wherein he had been indicted for having abducted on 20th July 2006, Nadarajah Sriskandarajah, 

Managing Director, Kala Traders (Pvt) Ltd., and his driver Jeyeraj, and for having demanded and 

obtained ransom money from the wife of the said Nadarajah Sriskandarajah, Managing Director, Kala 

Traders (Pvt) Ltd., for his release. However Nadarajah Sriskandarajah, Managing Director, Kala 

Traders (Pvt) Ltd., had not been heard of or seen since then ! 

 

Gotabhaya Rajapaksa’s absence from Sri Lanka from 1991 to 2005 

 

As per the Book ‘Gota’s War’, authored by C.A. Chandraprema, launched during the early part of 

2012, at pages 195/196 thereof, the Author states that Gotabhaya Rajapaksa, now Secretary, Ministry 

of Defence and a brother of President Mahinda Rajapaksa, had retired from the Army on 1st 

November 1991. He quotes Secretary, Ministry of Defence, Gotabhaya Rajapaksa to have stated ‘A 

lot of good officers left because they thought the way the war was conducted was an exercise in 

futility …… ’ ! 

 

 

 



Gotabhaya Rajapaksa had exiled, himself, in the United States of America, specifically locating 

himself in Los Angeles, and had returned to Sri Lanka, after a period of about 14 years, to campaign 

for his brother Mahinda Rajapaksa at the Presidential Election in December 2005. Upon Mahinda 

Rajapaksa having assumed Office, as the President of Sri Lanka, Gotabhaya Rajapaksa was 

appointed, as the Secretary, Ministry of Defence of Sri Lanka. He played a pivotal role in the war 

prosecuted in crushing and destroying the terrorist organization of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 

Elam (LTTE).  

 

Prior to leaving the Army, Gotabhaya Rajapaksa had been a Lieutenant Colonel in charge of the 

Gajaba Regiment, then stationed in Vavuniya. Given the animosity and bad blood now revealed to the 

public, between Secretary, Ministry of Defence, Gotabhaya Rajapaksa and the Army General, Sarath 

Fonseka, who led the war on the ground against the terrorists to achieve victory crushing the brutal 

terrorist forces of the LTTE, one begins to wonder, as to how the two of them got on to communicate 

and co-ordinate to achieve such a victory by May 2009; whereas by mid 2009, they had publicly 

become known to be antagonistic against each other !  

 

In such scenario, one day I made light conversation in regard to the foregoing, with Senaka de Silva, 

Co-ordinating Secretary of retired General Sarath Fonseka, who contested President Mahinda 

Rajapaksa, brother of Gotabhaya Rajapaksa, as the common opposition candidate at the Presidential 

Election on 26th January 2010.  

 

Senaka de Silva, had been an Army Intelligence Officer, attached to the fearless State Minister of 

Defence, Ranjan Wijeratne, who was assassinated by a powerful terrorist bomb on or about 2nd March 

1991. Ranjan Wijeratne led the successful onslaught to have crushed the Southern insurgency that 

raised its head once again in Sri Lanka in 1989.   

Ranjan Wijeratne was personally well known to me, and was a cousin of my wife, as a descendant of 

the family of the wife of D.S. Senanayake, the first Prime Minister of Sri Lanka.  

 

Senaka de Silva, Co-ordinating Secretary of retired General Sarath Fonseka, had also been taken into 

custody and arraigned before Court, after the Presidential Election of 26th January 2010. Perhaps out 

of bitterness or otherwise, Senaka de Silva’s version in relation to the retirement of Gotabhaya 

Rajapaksa  from the Army was somewhat different, to what had been narrated as above by Author, 

C.A Chandraprema in his Book ‘Gota’s War’. 

 

According to Senaka de Silva, Lieutenant Colonel Gotabhaya Rajapaksa had been advancing, with 

two Army Majors, namely, Chitra Punchihewa and Angelo Peiris, and their Battalions, to the major 

Army Camp at Elephant Pass, located at the very narrow stretch of land giving access to the Northern 

Jaffna Peninsula. This major Army Camp had been under heavy attack at that time by the forces of the 

LTTE, and which major Army Camp was ultimately over-run by forces of the LTTE.  

 

According to Senaka de Silva, during such advance, both Army Majors, Chitra Punchihewa and 

Angelo Peiris had got attacked and killed by the LTTE forces, which had resulted in Lieutenant 

Colonel Gotabhaya Rajapaksa having been compelled to retreat. The Book ‘Gota’s War’ discloses 

that - “It was the same battalion going from one area to the next resulting in battle fatigue and 

demoralization”.  

 

The State Minister of Defence at that time had been Lalith Athulathmudali. It was thereafter, that 

Ranjan Wijeratne had assumed office, as State Minister of Defence, during tenure of Office of 

President R. Premadasa. It had been during the tenure of Ranjan Wijeratne, as State Minister of 

Defence, that Gotabhaya Rajapaksa had left the war front, and subsequently left the Armed Forces, 

relinquishing his commission and rank, as a ‘Lieutenant Colonel’. The Book ‘Gota’s War’ states – 

‘On Minister Ranjan Wijeratne’s orders, Gotabhaya Rajapaksa had been posted to the Kotelawela 

Defence Academy as the Deputy Commandant at the end of 1990’. 

 

I also had occasion to discuss this matter with Gamini Gunaratne, a close confidante of Anura 

Bandaranaike, who was aware that Anura Bandaranaike had intervened through his mother, former 

Prime Minister Sirima Dias Bandaranaike, vis-à-vis,  Gotabhaya Rajapaksa’s retirement from the 

Army.   



 

Thereafter, as confirmed by Nimal Cooke, Group Director of Maharajah Organisation, Gotabhaya 

Rajapaksa had been working with the Pepsi Cola Division of the Maharajah Organisation, prior to 

taking up residency in Los Angeles, USA. According to my friends, who had known him in Los 

Angeles, Gotabhaya Rajapaksa had been a very religiously pious and devoted family man, 

compassionately regularly feeding the poor.  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


