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Mr. Nihal Sri Ameresekere
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167/4 Sri Vipulasena Mawatha
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SRl LANKA

Dear Mr. Ameresekere,

Sri Lanka: Your Letter to Mr. Paul Wolfowitz

This is in response to your letter dated April 24, 2006 to Mr. Paul Wolfowitz,
Presidentof the WorldBank. Mr. Wolfowitzhas askedme to respond on his behalf.

Once again, I would like to commend your efforts to combat corruption and
enforce the rule of law to ensure that Governmentsdo work. As mentioned to you'
previously-including when we met in December 2Q02-the Bank' is supporting a
number of specific programs and measures in these areas in Sri Lanka. I am pleased to
infonn you that this work continues to grow and be successfully implemented. To cite
just some of the additions since we last were in touch: (i) we have recently initiateda
joint programwith the Ministry of Finance to carry out some public expenditureanalysis
that is designed to improve the allocation of public resources; and (ii) in expandingour
follow up to the 2003 Country Fimmcial AccountabilityAssessment (CFAA), we are
continuing to provide support to strengthen the office of the Auditor General as well as
the capacity of the accounting and auditing standards in Sri Lanka; and (iii) we are
currently agreeing on the type of support that will be provided as follow up to the very
successfulLegal and Judicial Reforms Projectthat will be closing in the near future.

I am sure that you will agree that given.the breadth of governance issues in Sri
Lanka and other countries, it is important to carefully select entry points in which it is
possible to make difference and show fairly visible results quickly. Furthennore, it is
also essential that a 'champion' be identified, as without real ownership such efforts
would be fairly futile. The areas in which the Bank is currently engaged and will engage
in the futurehave beenselected with this inmind.
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Mr. Nihal Sri Ameresekere -2- May 8, 2006

Please accept ffi6 apologies for not being able to respond to you prior to your
participation in the 201 International Conference of the International Consortium on
Governmental Financial Management in Miami. I hope that you had the opportunity to
discuss issues of mutual interest with Messrs.Vargas and Gordon.

cFy~~
Deborah A. Bateman

Country Program Coordinator for Sri Lanka
South Asia Region
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July 9, 2003

Mr. Nihal Sri Ameresekere
Business and Management Consultant
167/4 Sri Vipulasena Mawatha
P. O. Box 1796
Colombo
SRILANKA

Dear Mr. Sri Ameresekere,

Sri Lanka: Your Recent Letter to Mr. James D. Wolfensohn

On behalf of Mr. James D. Wolfensohn, President of the World Bank Group, I
would like to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated June 27,2003.

Your most recent letter alluded to the Legal and Judicial Reform Project
supported by the World Bank. We thought it would be useful to clarify the objective of
the project. This particular operation supports the modernization of the legal system,
especially in its impact on the private sector, with an emphasis on improving the quality
of judicial services. To be sure, it does not address any specific issues concerning Sri
Lanka's tax system as the latter is beyond the scope ofthe project.

I
...

We have noted the contents of the series of letters, including this most recent one,
you have sent to the World Bank in the past year concerning corruption. As indicated in
our responses to your previous letters, the World Bank recognizes the importance of good
governance in the development of countries like Sri Lanka and in their efforts towards
poverty reduction. Our programs of assistance to all our member countries, including Sri
Lanka, demonstrate our strong commitment to helping improve the governance of their
public sector institutions.

Our staff in Washington and Colombo are available to discuss your specific
concerns directly with you in light of their familiarity with the developments and issues
related to Sri Lanka.

With best regards,

Sincerely yours,

~lVvt~ £. IJ-~-,

~ Deborah A. Bateman
Country Program Coordinator for Sri Lanka

South Asia Region

cc. Mr. Peter Harrold, Country Director for Sri Lanka, The World Bank
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May 2, 2003

Mr. Nihal Sri Ameresekere
Business and Management Consultant
167/4 Sri Vipulasena Mawatha
P.O. Box 1796
Colombo
SRI LANKA

Dear Mr. Sri Ameresekere,

Sri Lanka: Your Recent Letter to Mr. James D. Wolfensohn

I would like to acknowledge receiving your letter dated April 28, 2003 addressed
to Mr. James D. Wolfensohn, President of the World Bank, in which you forwarded
copies of previous letters on the subject of fraud and corruption. Mr. Wolfensohn has
asked me to respond on his behalf.

We recognize your efforts in filing two petitions in the Supreme Court, which
were mentioned in your letter, in the interest of the poor groups in Sri Lanka. As you are
aware, the World Bank as well as other development partners are assisting the country's
endeavors aimed at reforming governance and empowering the poor, induding the
enhancement of their legal rights. That said, you may recall that during our meeting in
Washington last December, I stressed that the senior management of the World Bank as
well as the entire staff of the institution consider the issues of fraud and corruption to be
of grave concern. In this regard, I went into great detail describing to you the specific
programs and measures in these areas that we are currently implementing and/or
envisioning in the near future in Sri Lanka.

If there is an opportunity, I look forward to talking with you again, either here in
Washington or in Colombo.

With best regards,

Zk~-
~rah A. Bateman

Country Program Coordinator for Sri Lanka
South Asia Region
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September 25,2002

Mr. Nihal Sri Ameresekere
Business and Management Consultant
167/4 Sri Vipulasena Mawatha
P.O. Box 1796
Colombo
SRI LANKA

Dear Mr. Sri Ameresekere,

Sri Lanka: Your Recent Letter to Mr. James D. Wolfensohn

I would like to acknowledge receiving your recent letter dated September 10,
2002 addressed to Mr. James D. Wolfensohn, President ofthe World Bank, in which you
forwarded a series of letters and articles on the subject of fraud and corruption. Mr.
Wolfensohn has asked me to respond on his behalf.

As noted in your letter, the senior management of the World Bank, as well as the
entire staff of the institution, take the issues of fraud and corruption very seriously.
Furthermore, the community of developing countries acknowledged this issue at the
meeting held in Monterrey earlier this year. Specifically, developing countries in
Monterrey said "We understand that if there is to be development assistance, then we
have to put our house in order. We have to deal with building our human capacity, we
have to deal with legal systems that protect rights, we have to have financial systems that
are transparent, and we must fight corruption."

I am pleased that you have previously been able to meet with Mr. Ohashi to
discuss these issues. As Mr. Ohashi has moved to another assignment in the Bank, I have
replaced him and would be more than happy to meet with you if you are planning on
being here in Washington in the future. Alternatively, as you are aware, we have an
office in Colombo and I am confident that our staffthere would be available to discuss
your concerns.

With best regards,

Sincerely yours,

~~
~ah A. Bateman

Country Program Coordinator for Sri Lanka
South Asia Region
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